Wanderer Butterfly

Website: www.susanborgas.com

Thursday, March 23, 2006

Butterfly Pastel "work in progress'

Work is 47.5cm high x 68cm wide.
Storm Blue Art Spectrum Colourfix

The Wanderer Butterflies are in my garden in profusion. I decided to well and truly
move out of my comfort zone and have a go at painting these beautiful creatures. I
may end up with “egg on my face” with failure but know I will learn something new
at the same time.

I have spent quite a bit of time at the drawing stage as well as made a tonal map to
give me an idea of the direction I would like to go. My ideas are not set in cement
though will give me some guidance.

Hopefully the last of the daisy flowers in my garden will last long enough to see this
painting out, as I am often picking them for reference.




Friday, March 24, 2006

Butterfly Pastel '""work in progress' two

My main purpose today was to get most of the background covered though I knew I
would never complete it nor do I have the desire to as it will be built on as the whole
painting progresses.

The first image of the background is of layers scraped on lightly. I decided to paint the
flower petal next to the butterfly as well as the orange in the wing to give me some
idea of the colour and tone that will be happening in the painting in these areas. The
wing, | brushed out a couple of times and redid and now wondering if that is a sign of
what will be happening as I progress with this fellow. The poor butterflies must be
getting tired of me chasing them in the garden as I check for the transparency of
colours with the sun shining on them.

The second image shows that I have blended some of the background to give a blurred
effect plus this also helps cover the paper. I was starting to “fiddle” before I blended;
hence something different moved me away from doing that (for a little while

anyway). I have also introduced more purples into the background.




The third image I have covered some more of the background plus more pastel marks
throughout the foreground area. I can see that I may need to put some darks back into
the foliage that I have lightened near the bottom right. This means I am well and truly
now fiddling and not thinking straight. Time for a break!

Butterfly Pastel "work in progress' three
More pastel was applied on the background as well as foreground.

I saw some flower shapes top right hand side and decided to make some of those
shapes stronger as if they are little mauve/pink flowers out of focus.

I put the first focused flower in place to see if the depth was actually happening,
which I feel it is

Basically I am flying by the seat of my pants by applying colour and tone to see what
happens. So far I am happy with the way this is progressing




Butterfly Pastel "work in progress' four

Before going any further with the painting today I decided to post a progress shot. |
am feeling my way with the colours for the butterfly as this fellow is large with a 45
centimetres wing span. My main concern is that I don’t end up with flat looking dark
areas in the wings. The reflective lights plus layers of different darks hopefully will
bring this butterfly to life.

Butterfly Pastel "work in progress' five

I didn’t do a lot today on this piece as I am not feeling 100%. I had worked on the
butterfly yesterday after my last posting. As the old brain is a bit foggy today I only
added some colour to the remaining large flowers, as I didn’t dare touch the butterfly
for fear of mucking up what I have already done. Hopefully I will have another update
tomorrow.




Butterfly Pastel "work in progress' six

It has been quite a busy day with Crutching some of our sheep. For those that don’t
know the “Crutcher” cuts the wool of the sheep’s behind to help keep that area clean.
I am the cook for the day when this job is done.

No more on the butterfly but I did manage to get some more work done on the daisy
flowers along with some scrapes of colour in the darker foreground. There is quite a
bit of colour in the daisy petals, which isn’t showing up on my monitor. I still may put
some subtle pink & mauve mid tones back into the petals yet to depict more shadow.

I am aware at all times that I need to break up any halo effects around the larger
shapes. I see one curving around the outer edge of the butterfly wing at the top. [ am
making a mental note to fix it tomorrow.




Butterfly Pastel ""work in progress' seven
Gosh the more I do on this work the more I see that needs to be done....eek!!

I removed the halo effect around the top left wing. I also refined that wing and made
sure all the paper was covered.

It was then time to move onto the wing underneath.

I was disappointed I didn’t get more done today but then there is always tomorrow.




Butterfly Pastel "work in progress' Completed

I have now reached my “More look than put” stage. I am undecided if I should do
anymore work on the foreground or leave it as it is. | really don’t want to draw
anymore attention to it so I am thinking the less it is worked the better.

I did touch up the two bottom daisies where tone was bugging me between petals. |
also added more blue to the shadow on the bottom daisy.

The remainder of the butterfly was completed. I concentrated on light showing
through the wings to bring them to life. Without the light they tend to be flat in colour.

The body of the butterfly I scraped the merest touch of pastel to depict hair. This
helped to give the body more contour as well.

Mmmmmm..... more look than put!!! Is it finished? The next posting will be on my
website, which will show changes that are done, if any at all.




